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Find us @belmontdorking on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 

Belmont Bulletin  
23 APRIL 2021 

Dear Parents and Pupils, 

It has been a wonderful first week of term, and I am so pleased to see that the pupils have 

settled back into our school routine quickly and efficiently.  I have been particularly impressed 

by our five new pupils in Years 2, 4 and 8.  The sunshine has been an added bonus, enabling clubs 

and activities to take place outside in the fresh air. 

On Wednesday, we were visited by an inspector from the Joint Council for Qualifications to look 

at our GCSE provision for the coming years.  You will be pleased to hear that the visit was a 

resounding success and we are fully on track with our arrangements for the first cohort of 

students taking their GCSEs in 2021. 

On May 17th we hope for some amendments to the current restrictions that are placed upon all 

schools.  Nevertheless, these pages demonstrate that, at Belmont, pupils of all ages are having a 

busy, varied and productive time, notwithstanding the current restrictions. 

I hope that you will enjoy reading the many contributions in this bulletin and may I wish all our 

families a very happy weekend. 

With kind regards, 

 

Headmistress 

 



 

Top Left: 

With the onset of 

sunny weather, 

some pupils in Year 

8 took their English 

learning outside 

this week to 

collaborate and 

share notes on the 

class reader. 

 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

Below:  

Some of the 

children in Years 5 

and 6 have taken 

part in this year’s 

Awesome Book 

Awards - a schools’ 

reading challenge. 

The children had to 

read five 

shortlisted books 

from some of the 

best new fiction 

authors for young 

readers and then 

vote for their 

favourites. Whilst 

we wait eagerly for 

the overall result 

(to be announced 

in a virtual awards 

ceremony), the 

votes from 

Belmont are in and 

our favourite read 

on points was... 

‘Malamander’ by 

Thomas Taylor 

with ‘The 

Switching Hour’ by 

Damaris Young, a 

close second. 

 



  

All parents of children in Year 3 upwards will today have received a letter from Mr Collins with 

details of the examination period for their child/ren. 

YEARS 3&4 

 

During the week beginning Monday 24th May, pupils in Years 3 and 4 will undertake assessments 

in their academic subjects. The revision and preparation for these assessments will be fully led 

by us in school so that lessons during May will return to topics covered earlier, and teachers will 

devise “revision tasks” during their lessons which will be replicated to a certain degree in the 

assessments.  Year 3 & 4 weekend preps may also involve modest revision tasks during these 

next few weeks.   

 

There will be no results given afterwards (to pupils or parents) but, of course, the full, written 

report that follows towards the end of term will provide parents with feedback and analysis. 

 

YEARS 5&6 

 

During the week beginning Monday 24th May, our Year 5 and 6 pupils will take exams in all their 

academic subjects. A short, task-driven “Revision Pack” will be distributed on Friday 30th April.  

At the same time, we will suspend the Prep Timetable and pause setting French and/or English 

spellings so that time normally given to Preps can instead be given to working through focused 

revision tasks.  Whilst we are suspending the Prep timetable, in principle pupils should still 

follow it so that they revise subjects (by using the tasks provided in their packs) on the nights 

when they would otherwise have received a prep for that subject. 

 

Pupils will receive percentages (given with discretion and positivity) during the week after half 

term and you will receive a complete set of results on Friday 11th June, and then a full written 

report towards the end of June. 

 

YEAR 7 & 8 

 

Year 7 pupils will have their French or Spanish oral exams on Monday 10th May and Year 8 on 

Thursday 13th May.  Pupils are encouraged to begin their preparation for their Language Oral exam 

immediately. 

 

All written exams will all take place during the week beginning Monday 7th June and timetables 

for these have been sent with the letter from Mr Collins. Pupils will be provided with a focussed 

revision pack on Friday 30th April.  At this point, the Prep timetable will be suspended so that 

pupils can focus on material contained in their revision packs, though some teachers may still 

continue to set revision tasks to be done as preps.  

 

 Pupils will receive results and feedback in their lessons during the week beginning Monday 14th 

June and a Results Overview to parents will be published to the Parent Portal on Friday 18th June. 

A full, written report will be put on the Portal at the end of term which will reflect both on the 

year as a whole and include exam analysis.   

 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC NEWS: EXAMINATIONS 



 
YEAR 9 

 

Year 9 pupils will have their French or Spanish oral exams on Thursday 13th May.   (This is a change 

to the published date of Monday 10th May in the Term Calendar.) Pupils are encouraged to begin 

their preparation for their Language Oral exam immediately.  

 

All written exams will all take place during the week beginning Monday 7th June and timetables 

for these have been sent with the letter from Mr Collins.  

 

All pupils will take the core subjects which remain as compulsory GCSES:  English, Maths, the three 

Sciences and French.  We will then ask pupils to take exams according to their GCSE Option choices 

so pupils will revise for and take exams in those subjects which they have chosen to study during 

Years 10 & 11.  We will not ask our Year 9 pupils to revise and to take exams in subjects they have 

chosen to discontinue at the end of this academic year.  In this way, we seek to lessen the revision 

load and to allow our Year 9 pupils to focus on consolidating just their GCSE subjects.  All onward 

GCSE Option choices will be examined in June except for PE and Drama as pupils have not yet had 

chance to cover enough theory to make these two subjects viable from a June 2021 exam 

perspective.   

As we have needed to timetable exams in all subjects; Year 9 pupils will quietly revise during 

exams which they are not required to take. 

Pupils will be provided with a focussed revision pack on Friday 30th April.  At this point, the Prep 

timetable will be suspended so that pupils can focus on material contained in their revision 

packs, though some teachers may still continue to set revision tasks to be done as preps. 

Results 

Year 9 pupils will receive results and feedback in their lessons during the week beginning Monday 

14th June and I will send a Results Overview to parents (published to the Parent Portal) on Friday 

18th June. 

End of Term Report  

Parents of Years 9 pupils will receive a full, written report at the end of term which will reflect 

both on the year and also include exam analysis.   

  

 



  

 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 

In addition, one of our Year 7 pupils, Sophie, also met the Duke of 

Edinburgh, albeit from behind her Mother’s legs!   

Her Mother used to compete very successfully in carriage riding, one of 

the Duke’s passions and Sophie was present on one occasion when she was 

awarded a prize by the Duke.  

 

It is of particular significance this year to all of those who are 

embarking upon their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 

following the death of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

who began the award on 1st September 1956. 

For many, the Duke of Edinburgh Award has been a fun and 

often life-changing experience and gives young people the  

opportunity to discover new interests and talents.  

For the skills activity, participants have to choose a pursuit 

that will allow them to prove they have broadened their 

understanding and increased their expertise in their chosen 

skill. Year 9 at Belmont have chosen to set up a Senior Tuck 

Shop which they will run on a Monday and Friday break time.  

 

You may be interested to hear that Head of RS, Mrs Blanch, completed her Gold Duke of 

Edinburgh Award when she was at senior school and below is an excerpt from The Surrey Mirror 

newspaper at the time which documented Mrs Blanch’s success: 

  

“Brockham girl Annabel Huxtable, who received her  

Duke of Edinburgh gold award at a presentation  

ceremony last month, will meet the Duke himself at 

Buckingham Palace in the New Year. Annabel, 

of Glenfield Road, a pupil at Sondes Place School,  

Dorking, was one of only two youngsters in Mole Valley  

to receive the gold award from Sir Carl Aarvold at the 

ceremony at the Royal Alexandra and Albert School.  

The presentation completed a year of hard work, which  

included working at the Dorking Gateway Club, spending  

a week at Felbury House, Holmbury St. Mary, helping  

out at a holiday for sufferers of Spina Bifida and  

compiling a detailed survey about Dorking. Annabel  

also went on a gruelling four-day expedition to the  

Brecon Beacons”. 

DID YOU KNOW … ? 

 

 

 

 

Except from 

The Surrey 

Advertiser, 

1982 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mews 

 

 

Clockwise from Top Left:   

Children have been so busy in their first week back 

in The Mews. A small group of children in assembly 

received WOW’s and Pia in 2MJ received a 

certificate for settling in amazingly to Belmont this 

first week. Other photographs are of the children 

enjoying Easter crafts before the holidays, a first aid 

workshop, making St. George’s Day shield biscuits, 

and of course, there is always plenty of time for 

outdoor learning! Year 2 also enjoyed an 

observational drawing session and studied plants and 

investigated seeds, did some tasting, looked at 

vegetables and the differences between the two and 

how and where they grow. A very busy first week!  

  



  

 

 

The Trinity term is always popular in the Boarding House with an 

array of fun activities on offer in the evening sunshine.  

This week, the boarders enjoyed a game of Danish Longball which is a 

hybrid of Baseball and Cricket with players split into two teams. 

Games of Hide & Seek and Dodgeball are always popular and the 

swimming pool and the courts always present a good opportunity to 

use up any left-over energy before bedtime! 

Don’t forget to enquire early if you are interested in a regular 

boarding night. 
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For all boarding enquiries, please contact Mr Codrington on 

mcodrington@belmont-school.org or contact Matron during the 

day on bnagel@belmont-school.org 

mailto:mcodrington@belmont-school.org
mailto:bnagel@belmont-school.org


  

 

 

Year 2  Casper and Thomas     French Awards 

 

Year 3  Eliza       Thinker of the Week 

  Joanie & Piers      Writers of the Week 

  Lara        Reader of the Week 

  George & Emily     Mathematicians of the Week 

  Amie       Music Performer of the Week 

  Emily       LAMDA Introductory Graded 

         Exam Solo Introductory Grade 3 

         Pass with Distinction 

Michelle      LAMDA Introductory Graded 

         Exam Solo Introductory Grade 3 

         Pass with Distinction 

  Lara       RYA Grade 1 

  Amie       RYA Grade 1 

 

Home Learning Awards go to Joshua, Benjamin, Jasper, Luke, Chloe, Margaret, Harry, Jonny, 

Verity and Amie. 

 

Year 4  James       Music Performer of the Week 

   

Year 4 Times Tables BRONZE Award 

Sam, Millie, Beau, Emilia, Adam, Ruby 

Year 4 Times Tables SILVER Award 

Rosie, Harry, Oliver, Alice, Solomon  

Year 4 Times Tables GOLD Award 

Gabriel    

 

Year 5  Emily    Grade 3 Singing  

  William   LAMDA Speaking, Verse & Prose   

      Entry 3 , Pass with Distinction 

  Findlay    Yellow belt in Kickboxing 

  (pictured)   Karate 

 

French Home Learning Awards go to all of Year 5. 

 

Year 6  Eddie       Music Performer of the Week 

  William      Music Performer of the Week 

  Sam       Grade 2 Singing  

  Anna       Grade 2 Singing 

  Coco       Grade 2 Singing 

  Angus       Grade 1 Piano - Distinction 

  Jack        Stagecoach Award 

  William      RYA Start Racing Qualification 

  Bobby       LAMDA Introductory Graded 

         Exam Solo Introductory 

          Stage  3 – Pass with Distinction 

French Home Learning Awards go to Monty, William, Coco, Edward, Olivia, Eloise, Harry, Marnie, 

Bobby, Elsa, Connie, Molly, Jessica, Josie, Rena. 

 

 

      Findlay  

AWARDS 



CONGRATULATIONS GO TO …. 

Sam in Year 6 and Charlie in Year 7 (pictured)  

who, following an intensive football training camp with the Prep  

Schools’ Lions during the Easter holidays have been selected to  

compete in the Gothia Cup.  The Gothia Cup is a Youth Association  

Football tournament held annually in Gothenburg, Sweden with 1700 

teams from across 80 nations. Sadly, due to the pandemic, a decision 

has been made not to hold the Gothia Cup this Summer but we  

would like to congratulate them both as they did incredibly well to be selected. 

 

SENIOR AWARDS: 

 

Year 7  Archie       Grade 2 Singing 

 

Year 8  Oriana       Spanish - Gold Certificate 

  Eddie       Music Performer of the Week 

  Jim       Music Performer of the Week 

  Jamie       Grade 2 Singing & 

         Grade 3 Piano - Distinction 

  Olivia       Grade 5 Singing & 

         Grade 2 Music Theory 

.  

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION FOR THIS 

HALF TERM 

Subject: “The start of Spring”  

Deadline: Thursday, 27th May  

Entries to Miss Collins on ncollins@belmont-

school.org  

Entries invited from pupils and staff! 

 

 

Left:  

Pupils in Year 3 have been 

enjoying the sunshine in their Art 

lesson. 

They have begun to work on an 

Aboriginal art project and were 

asked to use the environment 

around them to collect items to 

discuss with Miss Collins in 

preparation for creating a piece of 

work.   

ART DEPARTMENT 

mailto:ncollins@belmont-school.org
mailto:ncollins@belmont-school.org
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PRIZE GIVING AND PRIZE GIVING CUPS 

Please may we remind pupils to return any cups 

awarded at the 2019 Prize Giving ceremony by half 

term. Cups may be handed to any member of staff  

in the morning at drop off or your child should hand 

them in to the School Office.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 

Collect shoes when the whistle is blown … 

 

Put shoes on quickly … 

 

And RUN to BIKE!!! 

 

Shoes ready in the centre…  

TRIATHLON TRANSITION TRAINING! 

 

The South Lawn has been positively buzzing this week as Mrs Emmett continues with Triathlon 

training for our Year 3 and Year 4 pupils. Below are some photographs of Year 3 as they trained 

for the transition from running to cycling. Year 3&4 Triathlon Club also started this week on 

Wednesdays during after school club’s time. The club will focus predominantly on the swimming 

element of the Triathlon. 

 

Have a happy weekend everyone … see you on Monday!!! 


